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1996—Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 104–205 added subsec. (m). 

ABOLITION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION AND 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func-

tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, to Surface Transportation 

Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 702 of this title, 

and section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under 

section 701 of this title. References to Interstate Com-

merce Commission deemed to refer to Surface Trans-

portation Board, a member or employee of the Board, 

or Secretary of Transportation, as appropriate, see sec-

tion 205 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under sec-

tion 701 of this title. 

NORTHEAST CORRIDOR STATE-OF-GOOD-REPAIR PLAN 

Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, title II, § 211, Oct. 16, 2008, 122 

Stat. 4920, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 6 months after the date of 

enactment of this Act [Oct. 16, 2008], Amtrak, in con-

sultation with the Secretary [of Transportation] and 

the States (including the District of Columbia) that 

make up the Northeast Corridor (as defined in section 

24102 of title 49, United States Code), shall prepare a 

capital spending plan for capital projects required to 

return the railroad right-of-way (including track, sig-

nals, and auxiliary structures), facilities, stations, and 

equipment, of the Northeast Corridor main line to a 

state-of-good-repair by the end of fiscal year 2018, con-

sistent with the funding levels authorized in this divi-

sion [see Short Title of 2008 Amendment note set out 

under section 20101 of this title], and shall submit the 

plan to the Secretary. 
‘‘(b) REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE SECRETARY.— 

‘‘(1) 60-DAY APPROVAL PROCESS.—The Secretary shall 

complete the review of the capital spending plan and 

approve or disapprove the plan within 60 days after 

the date on which Amtrak submits the plan. During 

review, the Secretary may seek comments from the 

Commission established under section 24905 of title 

49, United States Code, and other Northeast Corridor 

users regarding the plan. If the Secretary disapproves 

the plan or determines that the plan is incomplete or 

deficient, the Secretary shall include the reason for 

disapproval or the incomplete items or deficiencies in 

a notice to Amtrak. 
‘‘(2) 15-DAY MODIFICATION PERIOD.—Within 15 days 

after receiving notification from the Secretary under 

paragraph (1), Amtrak shall submit a modified plan 

for the Secretary’s review. 
‘‘(3) REVISED REQUESTS.—Within 15 days after re-

ceiving a modified plan from Amtrak, the Secretary 

shall either approve the modified plan, or, if the Sec-

retary finds that the plan is still incomplete or defi-

cient, the Secretary shall identify in writing to the 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives and the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-

ate the remaining deficiencies and recommend a 

process for resolving the outstanding portions of the 

plan. 
‘‘(c) PLAN UPDATES.—The plan shall be updated at 

least annually and the Secretary shall review and ap-

prove such updates, in accordance with the procedures 

described in subsection (b). 
‘‘(d) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make grants to 

Amtrak with funds authorized by section 101(c) [122 

Stat. 4908] for Northeast Corridor capital investments 

contained within the capital spending plan prepared by 

Amtrak and approved by the Secretary. 
‘‘(e) OVERSIGHT.—Using the funds authorized by sec-

tion 101(d) [122 Stat. 4908], the Secretary shall review 

Amtrak’s capital expenditures funded by this section to 

ensure that such expenditures are consistent with the 

capital spending plan and that Amtrak is providing 

adequate project management oversight and fiscal con-

trols. 
‘‘(f) ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURES.—The Federal share 

of expenditures for capital improvements under this 

section may not exceed 100 percent.’’ 

[§ 24903. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, 
§ 405(a), Dec. 2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2586] 

Section, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

933; Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(48), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3393, 

related to program master plan for Boston-New York 

main line. 

§ 24904. General authority 

(a) GENERAL.—To carry out this chapter and 
the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.), Amtrak may— 

(1) acquire, maintain, and dispose of any in-
terest in property used to provide improved 
high-speed rail transportation under section 
24902 of this title; 

(2) acquire, by condemnation or otherwise, 
any interest in real property that Amtrak con-
siders necessary to carry out the goals of sec-
tion 24902; 

(3) provide for rail freight, intercity rail pas-
senger, and commuter rail passenger transpor-
tation over property acquired under this sec-
tion; 

(4) improve rail rights of way between Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, and the District of Colum-
bia (including the route through Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and routes to Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, and Albany, New York, from 
the Northeast Corridor main line) to achieve 
the goals of section 24902 of providing im-
proved high-speed rail passenger transpor-
tation between Boston, Massachusetts, and 
the District of Columbia, and intermediate 
intercity markets; 

(5) acquire, build, improve, and install pas-
senger stations, communications and electric 
power facilities and equipment, public and pri-
vate highway and pedestrian crossings, and 
other facilities and equipment necessary to 
provide improved high-speed rail passenger 
transportation over rights of way improved 
under clause (4) of this subsection; 

(6) make agreements with other carriers and 
commuter authorities to grant, acquire, or 
make arrangements for rail freight or com-
muter rail passenger transportation over, 
rights of way and facilities acquired under the 
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.) and the Railroad Revitaliza-
tion and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 
U.S.C. 801 et seq.); and 

(7) appoint a general manager of the North-
east Corridor improvement program. 

(b) COMPENSATORY AGREEMENTS.—Rail freight 
and commuter rail passenger transportation 
provided under subsection (a)(3) of this section 
shall be provided under compensatory agree-
ments with the responsible carriers. 

(c) COMPENSATION FOR TRANSPORTATION OVER 
CERTAIN RIGHTS OF WAY AND FACILITIES.—(1) An 
agreement under subsection (a)(6) of this section 
shall provide for reasonable reimbursement of 
costs but may not cross-subsidize intercity rail 
passenger, commuter rail passenger, and rail 
freight transportation. 

(2) If the parties do not agree, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission shall order that the 
transportation continue over facilities acquired 
under the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 
1973 (45 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) and the Railroad Revi-
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talization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 
U.S.C. 801 et seq.) and shall determine com-
pensation (without allowing cross-subsidization 
between commuter rail passenger and intercity 
rail passenger and rail freight transportation) 
for the transportation not later than 120 days 
after the dispute is submitted. The Commission 
shall assign to a rail carrier obtaining transpor-
tation under this subsection the costs Amtrak 
incurs only for the benefit of the carrier, plus a 
proportionate share of all other costs of provid-
ing transportation under this paragraph in-
curred for the common benefit of Amtrak and 
the carrier. The proportionate share shall be 
based on relative measures of volume of car op-
erations, tonnage, or other factors that reason-
ably reflect the relative use of rail property cov-
ered by this subsection. 

(3) This subsection does not prevent the par-
ties from making an agreement under sub-
section (a)(6) of this section after the Commis-
sion makes a decision under this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 934; 
Pub. L. 103–429, § 6(22), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4380; Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, § 405(b)(2), Dec. 2, 
1997, 111 Stat. 2586; Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, title 
II, § 212(b)(2), Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4924.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

24904(a) 
(words be-
fore (1)).

45:851(a) (words be-
fore (1)). 

Feb. 5, 1976, Pub. L. 94–210, 
§ 701(a)(1), (3)–(8), 90 Stat. 
119. 

24904(a)(1) .. 45:851(a)(1). 
45:855(b). Feb. 5, 1976, Pub. L. 94–210, 

90 Stat. 31, § 705(b); added 
May 30, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–254, § 206(a), 94 Stat. 413; 
Jan. 14, 1983, Pub. L. 
97–468, § 301(5)(B), 96 Stat. 
2550. 

24904(a)(2) .. 45:854(h). Feb. 5, 1976, Pub. L. 94–210, 
90 Stat. 31, § 704(h); added 
May 30, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–254, § 204(b), 94 Stat. 411. 

45:855(b). 
24904(a)(3) .. 45:851(a)(3) (less pro-

viso). 
24904(a)(4) .. 45:851(a)(4). 
24904(a)(5) .. 45:851(a)(5). 
24904(a)(6) .. 45:562(a)(2) (1st sen-

tence). 
Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–518, 

84 Stat. 1327, § 402(a)(2); 
added Feb. 5, 1976, Pub. L. 
94–210, § 706(a), 90 Stat. 123; 
May 30, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–254, § 206(a), 94 Stat. 412; 
Apr. 7, 1986, Pub. L. 99–272, 
§ 4017(b)(2)–(5), 100 Stat. 
111. 

45:851(a)(6) (words 
before 8th 
comma). 

24904(a)(7) .. 45:851(a)(7). 
24904(a)(8) .. 45:851(a)(8). 
24904(b) ...... 45:851(a)(3) (pro-

viso). 
24904(c)(1) .. 45:851(a)(6) (words 

after 8th comma). 
24904(c)(2) .. 45:562(a)(2) (2d–5th 

sentences). 
24904(c)(3) .. 45:562(a)(2) (last sen-

tence). 

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘the 

purposes of’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘this 

part’’ are substituted for ‘‘this subchapter, the Rail 

Passenger Service Act [45 U.S.C. 501 et seq.]’’ for clarity 

because subchapter III of chapter 17 of title 45, United 

States Code, and the Rail Passenger Service Act make 

up part C of subtitle V of the revised title. In clause (1), 

the words ‘‘by purchase, lease, exchange, gift, or other-

wise, and to hold . . . sell, lease, or otherwise’’, ‘‘real or 

personal’’, and ‘‘which is necessary or’’ are omitted as 

surplus. The words ‘‘to provide’’ are substituted for ‘‘es-
tablishing and maintaining’’ for consistency in this 
chapter. In clause (2), the words ‘‘for the United States, 
by lease, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise’’ and 
‘‘(including lands, easements, and rights-of-way, and 

any other property interests, including contract rights) 

are omitted as surplus. In clause (3), the words ‘‘the 

continuous operation and maintenance of’’ are omitted 

as surplus. In clause (4), the words ‘‘Washington’’ and 

‘‘at its option’’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (5), the 

words ‘‘other safety facilities or equipment . . . any’’ 

and ‘‘which it determines are’’ are omitted as surplus. 

In clause (6), the words ‘‘Notwithstanding any other 

provision of this chapter’’, ‘‘tracks, rights-of-way and 

other’’, and ‘‘by the Corporation’’ in 45:562(a)(2) (1st 

sentence) and ‘‘other railroads’’ and ‘‘trackage rights, 

contract services, and other appropriate’’ in 45:851(a)(6) 

are omitted as surplus. In clause (7), the words ‘‘quali-

fied individual to serve as the’’ are omitted as surplus. 

In clause (8), the words ‘‘on a basis which is consistent 

with, and’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘shall provide for’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘to be on such terms and conditions as 

are necessary to’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The 

word ‘‘reasonable’’ is substituted for ‘‘on an equitable 

and fair basis’’ for consistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘If the parties do not’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘In the event of a failure to’’ for 

clarity. The words ‘‘to be provided’’, ‘‘consistent with 

equitable and fair compensation principles’’, ‘‘proper 

amount of’’, ‘‘the provision of’’, and ‘‘the date of’’ are 

omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c)(3), the words ‘‘either before or’’ are 

omitted as surplus because the National Railroad Pas-

senger Corporation may make agreements on arrange-

ments for rail freight or commuter rail transportation 

under subsection (a)(6) of this section and this sub-

section applies only when there is no agreement. 

PUB. L. 103–429 

This amends 49:24904(a)(2) to correct an error in the 

codification enacted by section 1 of the Act of July 5, 

1994 (Public Law 103–272, 108 Stat. 934). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973, re-

ferred to in subsecs. (a) and (c)(2), is Pub. L. 93–236, Jan. 

2, 1974, 87 Stat. 985, as amended, which is classified 

principally to chapter 16 (§ 701 et seq.) of Title 45, Rail-

roads. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 701 of 

Title 45 and Tables. 
The Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform 

Act of 1976, referred to in subsecs. (a)(6) and (c)(2), is 

Pub. L. 94–210, Feb. 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 31, as amended. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 801 of Title 45 

and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 110–432 inserted ‘‘com-

muter rail passenger and’’ after ‘‘between’’ in first sen-

tence and struck out ‘‘freight’’ after ‘‘rail’’ in second 

sentence. 
1997—Subsec. (a)(6) to (8). Pub. L. 105–134 inserted 

‘‘and’’ at end of par. (6), substituted a period for 

‘‘; and’’ at end of par. (7), and struck out par. (8) which 

read as follows: ‘‘make agreements with telecommuni-

cations common carriers, subject to the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.), to continue ex-

isting, and establish new and improved, passenger radio 

mobile telephone service in the high-speed rail pas-

senger transportation area specified in section 

24902(a)(1) and (2).’’ 
1994—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 103–429 inserted ‘‘, by 

condemnation or otherwise,’’ after ‘‘acquire’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–429 effective July 5, 1994, 

see section 9 of Pub. L. 103–429, set out as a note under 

section 321 of this title. 
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ABOLITION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION AND 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func-

tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, to Surface Transportation 

Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 702 of this title, 

and section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under 

section 701 of this title. References to Interstate Com-

merce Commission deemed to refer to Surface Trans-

portation Board, a member or employee of the Board, 

or Secretary of Transportation, as appropriate, see sec-

tion 205 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under sec-

tion 701 of this title. 

§ 24905. Northeast Corridor Infrastructure and 
Operations Advisory Commission; Safety 
Committee 

(a) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION.— 

(1) Within 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall establish a Northeast 
Corridor Infrastructure and Operations Advi-
sory Commission (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Commission’’) to promote mutual co-
operation and planning pertaining to the rail 
operations and related activities of the North-
east Corridor. The Commission shall be made 
up of— 

(A) members representing Amtrak; 
(B) members representing the Department 

of Transportation, including the Federal 
Railroad Administration; 

(C) 1 member from each of the States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia) that con-
stitute the Northeast Corridor as defined in 
section 24102, designated by, and serving at 
the pleasure of, the chief executive officer 
thereof; and 

(D) non-voting representatives of freight 
railroad carriers using the Northeast Cor-
ridor selected by the Secretary. 

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the mem-
bership belonging to any of the groups enu-
merated under paragraph (1) shall not con-
stitute a majority of the Commission’s mem-
berships. 

(3) The Commission shall establish a sched-
ule and location for convening meetings, but 
shall meet no less than four times per fiscal 
year, and the Commission shall develop rules 
and procedures to govern the Commission’s 
proceedings. 

(4) A vacancy in the Commission shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made. 

(5) Members shall serve without pay but 
shall receive travel expenses, including per 
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with 
sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5. 

(6) The Chairman of the Commission shall be 
elected by the members. 

(7) The Commission may appoint and fix the 
pay of such personnel as it considers appro-
priate. 

(8) Upon request of the Commission, the 
head of any department or agency of the 
United States may detail, on a reimbursable 
basis, any of the personnel of that department 
or agency to the Commission to assist it in 
carrying out its duties under this section. 

(9) Upon the request of the Commission, the 
Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide to the Commission, on a reimbursable 
basis, the administrative support services nec-
essary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this section. 

(10) The Commission shall consult with 
other entities as appropriate. 

(b) STATEMENT OF GOALS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.— 

(1) STATEMENT OF GOALS.—The Commission 
shall develop a statement of goals concerning 
the future of Northeast Corridor rail infra-
structure and operations based on achieving 
expanded and improved intercity, commuter, 
and freight rail services operating with great-
er safety and reliability, reduced travel times, 
increased frequencies and enhanced inter-
modal connections designed to address airport 
and highway congestion, reduce transpor-
tation energy consumption, improve air qual-
ity, and increase economic development of the 
Northeast Corridor region. 

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Commission 
shall develop recommendations based on the 
statement developed under this section ad-
dressing, as appropriate— 

(A) short-term and long-term capital in-
vestment needs beyond those specified in the 
state-of-good-repair plan under section 211 of 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008; 

(B) future funding requirements for capital 
improvements and maintenance; 

(C) operational improvements of intercity 
passenger rail, commuter rail, and freight 
rail services; 

(D) opportunities for additional non-rail 
uses of the Northeast Corridor; 

(E) scheduling and dispatching; 
(F) safety and security enhancements; 
(G) equipment design; 
(H) marketing of rail services; 
(I) future capacity requirements; and 
(J) potential funding and financing mecha-

nisms for projects of corridor-wide signifi-
cance. 

(c) ACCESS COSTS.— 
(1) DEVELOPMENT OF FORMULA.—Within 2 

years after the date of enactment of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act 
of 2008, the Commission shall— 

(A) develop a standardized formula for de-
termining and allocating costs, revenues, 
and compensation for Northeast Corridor 
commuter rail passenger transportation, as 
defined in section 24102 of this title, on the 
Northeast Corridor main line between Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, and Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Northeast Cor-
ridor branch lines connecting to Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, Springfield, Massachusetts, 
and Spuyten Duyvil, New York, that use 
Amtrak facilities or services or that provide 
such facilities or services to Amtrak that 
ensures that— 

(i) there is no cross-subsidization of com-
muter rail passenger, intercity rail pas-
senger, or freight rail transportation; 

(ii) each service is assigned the costs in-
curred only for the benefit of that service, 
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